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Introductory Remarks

by Isao Fujiwmoto, MOderathSTCOPYAVMLAMI

This conference on '"The People and the University" can be consi-
dered a very radical departure for a land grant college to be under-
taking, or it can be incterpreted as a very conserva:ive move--it sall
depends on how you lock at things and the words we choose to explain
what we sce.

Vhen I used to be involved with the concerns of foreign student
visitors, I recall one student being briefed on the aocial graces.
This concerncd ways to express appreciation and praise to a hostess.
"If you reelly waaet to tell an Anevican hostess that things are great
and che is also grecat, tell her she's ‘cool'” wae the advice given.
So, at the end of this particular gathering, the student who was giv~-
en the advice con interpreting things as '"cool" was overheard to say,
"Gee, lady, you kaow, you don't look so hot.”

Whether or not we're doing the "cool" thing is not so important
as the fa«ct that the concerns are "hot' and relevant. The focus of
this conference is to consider the concerns of dlifferent publics which
bave legiltimate claims on the resources of the University and to also
exauine the priorities of research and action that appear to be creat-
ing greater social 1lanequities.

It'd be instructive to review some of the predecessors inspiring
the call for this conference. On the surface, it appears that many of
the forerunners to this gathering here can be labeled "radical.' The

most immediate avent was the recent National Conference on Land Reforn.
This gathering, held in San Francisco just this April, gave some atten-
tion to the role of the University as 1t affects the quality of 1life,
as one of the issues pertaining to the institutional crisis in this
country. The responsibility of the University was highlighted about

a year before, with the publication of Nard Tomatoes, Hard Times by
the Agricultural Accountability Project. They put the finger on a lot
of barriers, touched or untouched by land grant colleges. Goisg back

a couple of years, the zcology issue with everyone--including and es-
pecially the establishment getting into the act--brought a lot of ques-
tions and suspicions. But the movement did have some impact onmn the
University system. Going back further on this campus, about six years
ago, a couple of departments were confronted by students sitting out-
side their doors chalieunging the faculty to confront questions such

as, "How does thc University research on mechanization support riots?"
In other words, what has been the social cost of the priorities placed
on technological advancement without consideration of its implicaticns?
In some ways, we can trace our concerns back to the efforts of Ralph
Nader. But I'd like to take the issues being raised in this confer-
ence back more than a hundred yecars to the original mandate of the
Morrill Act of 1862. The charge given to the land grant colleges then
was ''to serve all the people.” 1 see us trying to follow through on
this original mandate. That some people can interpret what we're try-
ing to do here as being very radical suggests that it isn't people who
runa seviously such basfic charges as radical," rather it's that some-
thiin draczic has happrrcd and tu happening to this scciletz. lachar
' hea toatvibute to the prollem Ly noan-involvement or mutual suspision,

z tfan that pensrle and the University got together.
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Instcad of a Faustian Unlversity creating sorcerer's apprentices; wa
need a gituation whgre the University produces knowledge that truly
servaes the people.

Se we brought together people5wh6 can «rticulate some of the ques-
~iona and cencerns of the different publics that are part of 'the Teo-
Lle* that the Morrill-ict intended that land grant colleges serve. And

“also, we're glad to have with us the participation of various Ffaculty

hat have expressed interest in the questions that are belng raised.
Aunong those gathered today are those associated with family farms, or-

"fanice farming, altciunative approacheq”to marketing and consuncr con-

cerns, techiologlas that stress non-wasteful use of energy, as vell as

-thogse activé in organlzing people out of poverty~-be it moving farm
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workers intu cooperative farming ventures or raising bilg questiouns on
the nature of powevr and the distiibuticn of resources in this ccocuntry.
T think there’s a let we can lecarn from each other.

Wihar we'd like to focus on this morning is to hear presentations
from the varlous constituencies on how they see the University, espe-
claliy on the issues and questions that concern them, and how they see
the Unilversity responding to them. Hopefully, thev’ll be some laying
out i an agenda of questions that will challenge those who are part
of che University system to investigate as part of thelr research
tiicust. ' '

To questions concerning the orig‘ns and auspices of this particu-
iar conference--the impetus comes basically from several projects on
the UC bavis campus, directed towards issues that have arisen because
of the primary attention given to production agriculture and" apribusi-
ness. Oce of these is a project looking into the social impifications
of research, cxaulning what'’s becn done and why, also railsing questions
about the costs as well as benefits, especially in human and social
terms. Another group has begun to examine the alternative technolecgles,
par<iculariy the developuent of low energy uce strategles. A thiza
oro]PcL fccuses on the factors contributing to the viaobility of small
Yamily farms. 1It"s been the deliberation and joint thinking of indi-
vidualsz coanected with these nrojects that brought about this confer-
ence, with the prime auspices being assumed by the social impiications
of research project.

Inzazmuch as this conference focuses on questions, a comment con-
cerning quesiion-asking might be in order. I know that we’ve all been
toid that there 1s no such thing as a dumb question. It's not so nuch
whether a guestlon.is dumb or not. A more important distinction to
make 1s to ask whether or not a question i1s honest. 'Honest questious
are those that are raised to get at information, to seek out knowledge.
Dishonost questlons are those that are used to deflect attentien, to
put off the speaker, or to by-pass what the issues might be. I would
fhape that the stress would be on the raising of honest questions. A
siwilar distirnction might be made on the discussion concerning grcwth
ar:l cffictency. The question 1s not so much whether grouth and straes
orr efficiency 1is good or bad. The important distinction 1is to ask
wiether moves for growth and efficiency are socially respcusible or
iccespongible.
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' . . Letter fror:

Jin Horgan, Rcscarch RNirector
United Farm Yorkers, AFL-CIO

First of all, as you nust knov, the United Farn 'Yorkers and many
others repgard UC Davis as an instrument of the agrowers--a research
stbsidy to gc along with their vater suisidy, tay subsidy, labor sub-
sidy, and direct payments subsidy. A very nice set-up, paid for by
the taxpayers. WYhat I hear you saying is that there are pconle at
Davis vho want to chance this, pecople vho are nslin~, ''"That can we
do?

I suppose there are three approach2s vou could take:

1. Stop the machines. It seems to us that tha mod2l vour re-
search specialists are aiming tovard is the 40,000-acre Superior
Farming Company, whose computerized and auvtoirated srove hecaters, drip
irrigation systems, and mechanical harvesters have produced a "marvel
of technolory anplied to apgriculture.’ But -that’s heen the cost in
people’s jobs and lives? “Efficiency” apparentlv has no room for
farm workers.

Ve know what a close relationship outfits lile Sunerior have with
UC Davis. UYe've seen the bumper stickers in the Viticulture Depart-
ment-~ 'Eat California Grapes, the Forbidden Fruit  and Chavez TFats
Grapes. ' That doesn’t surprise us. %Ye know where you’re at. And we
don’t object to efficiency in agriculture. But we do reject irrespon-
sible ‘efficiency” vhich gives no care for the lives of the farm vork-
ers who 1like the growers. make their living in agriculture.

We're not so naive as to believe that this cold-hearted research
apparatus can be halted, but you and our supporters there know the
University better than we do, and you may have some ideas on that.

At least there could be pressure to force the prowers to pay for
thieir own research, rather than feed off the taxpayers. Farm wvorkers
axve taxpayers too. Yhat is Davis doing with their tax monay, other
than using 1t to destroy them? The rationale that such research helps
pronote apricultural efficiency and increcase the nation's food supply,
an:d thus is "good for America is a phony one. 'ould factory worlkers
tclerate a goverament grant to Gencral ilotors to study ways to in-
crease efficiency by eliminating their jobs? Research should be done
to pronmote jobs, not eliminate employment. The public’s money should
be uscd to benefit the public.

2. See that penuine consideration is given to farm workers.
Agricultural econonists and growver research specialists alvays seemn
to speak of them as ‘farm labor,” a '‘cost factor” to be reduced or
eliminated. So, if they’'re just a commodity to be evaluated and
dealt wvith, no one has to consider farm workers as people. And clear-
ly, those growver researchers don't.

Put perhaps you could bring some recal consideration tc bear for
the effect of that rescarch on farm wvorkers.

RIC 3

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Ue lanecu that many of the mechanical harvesters are ﬁot designed
to save noney for the grovers and in fact, are not cheaper to operate
than narveastiag by hand. Thedr real nurposec is to got rid of farn
vorkexrs so the growers can escape from thn farm vorkers' union.
That's no secret. The crowvers cry, Chavez 1is coning! Give us na-
chine=!" And the University oblices.

The effect on farm vorkers needs to be considered. I1I'm not sug-

festing a token farm worker renresentative on the cornittees that de-

id2 these things. VYhen Arizona passed its ripht-wiag anti-union law
£i% sumamer, Savernor Jacit Willianms wras quicl: to offer a svat on Lis
tv2-iember Agriculturzcl Labor Kelations Board to the UFY, wie would
Av» foined tvo pfrowvers, a Teamster, and a "neutral”™ vewnresentarive
¢ the public, who would have set dowa rules by a 4-1 vore tc dasirey
farm workers’ union in Arizona. fYie rejected this senerous ofrer,
:3t as we wuould have dome the proposal Ronald Reapan was ready to
nake hadé Propozition 22 passed last fall.

Ia the pact yecar or two, ecolopy grouns anve nressured govern-
meat to force industry to unziercake ervirounmeantal icpact studies” be-
foza any reewless comstruction 1s publiclv Funded. 7 don't Kknow 1f
tiicee thiasgs are really any good, Lut at lrani they force a conscious-
ress of the eanviwroament. iiaybe you could push to see that “"farm wvork-
er inpact studies” are done and that no rezu:arch pyocecds which would
taic away ttadr jobs cnd wreszik Lavoce with ctheir lives.

Aad you may knou othecr tactics which would force the University
to pive genuvine consideration to the effect of 4ts research on farm
vOorkers,

Ve have fenand in our eleven years cf organizing that we are only suc-
cessful when ve have poewer., The forces farm workers arec up agrainst
are pouuerful and entyr2nckhed-~the srowvers, the peliticiane vho cater
to trem {csp2ailally the Republicans), and company unions they fahkri-
cate (especlally the Tenmsters), and the public institutions they e~
rivulate (especially universities lilka Navis).

3. DUse th2 rasources of the University _to holn farm workers.
o
LY

Gur goal is to organize the tuo and a half nillion farm wvorliers
tu tha Ynited States. The w2apons we have are the power of our nen-
strlke and the power of our supporters across the country to
hPnvaott those commodities to brine econonic pressure to foren those
gcowers to wecognize the riesht of the farm workers they employ tc
have the urion of thelr choice. Appeals to reason, moxality., and de-
nscracy are uvsceless. They only understand econoniz pover.

(v

hern

[T

Obviensly, knowiadge is a kind of pover too. And you re sitting
on a cold mine of iafermation at UC Davis. "That we need is anyching
which wlil esubance our power to deal with the forces we're up apainst
I don't mean studics of farm worker attitudes ox re-training grogranms
Farm workars don't want to be re-trained.  They want to live and work
in dignity. And that's the fundamerntal purpose of the unien.

"You must know, ltetter than we do, what soureces of information
wvou have that would halp us understand this agriculfural conmplax and
dzal with 1% nore eoffectively.



Those of you wvho support us can he helpful in our success, and
we welcome your assistance. Stop the machines, 1if you can. Sce that
genuine consideration is given to the effect on farm workers of the
research your university is doine. And as a public institution,

share with us the information you'‘re pnroducing on American agricul ~

ture. ‘'le're part of apriculture too. And onr union 1is here to stay.
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Sunmary of Presentation by

.t

endaell Lundberss
.

Hational Farmers Orecanizaticn

Mr. Lundherg bepan by talkire alout the ctranpes in the Univer-
sity in the trventy vears since e attended. At thnt time, 1t wvas
quite popular to thinl of eood farwmine nractices in terms of rora-
tion, as usire cover crops, and other thinpss that had been devaloped

¢ increase tie production of our agricultural industry. DRut at the
same time, ve wyere addrescine ovrseives to another vord that had
sonzathing sort of nagic about it--that was efficiency. 7Tt was a word
that ‘rav puine to cure everybody s ills--~it was =Yie way vou ware go-
ine to survive... g :

‘Since then, we've replaced committed producars vith speculators
anl Reney rnanapers: -people viho “ave completely lost the soal that the
ori loal people in agriculture had...”

Today, the richt to share in the woalth, to be involwvad i: the
(egpricultural) industry has Leen taken awvay, becauce we have lecome
disoriented. Efficlierncy has been applied to the wrony thiapg--not to
ncople oriented efficiency, but woney type efficiency--vhat can make
the nost dollars, not whut is best for neople...

ir. Lundberg and his thrce brothers have built up a farm of ap-
proximately 3900 acres. "Dut our days arc nuanbered--wve’re poing to
be replaccd because soneday we're not poing o be efficient; we're
not poing to be able to compete... I think our soals have bean noor-
1y established- - not on production of quaiity food, but or how cheap
it can Le rroducad. 'e haven’t establislied car research in the beast
tvay to do thiags, but rather, who 1s pivinpg the prants and how do
these thinps make money for those rivinpg the ecrants.’

many ways to solwve the nroduction preblems of agricul-

Thoere are
ture, Tlhere is <orlt beine done or veed control in rice, but none
hiologically or mechanically, "hecause the prants aren't available.-
Yoney is giwven to test cuemlcals so that corpaniles ' can extract wmorney
from armviculture and make a profit.

Mr, Lundberyp then talked about natural weed control svstems—-~
floodiryg, wvater coutrol, crop rotation--but these aren't important
tc wmost people’ because they don't make noney for comnanies.

Arnoth2r thinpg ve nced to do 1s nmake the consumer more involwed
in oho production of his food... This could conmunicate to the pro-
duccr vhat the Derson vants and educate the consuner to some of the
nproblews that producers have,

r. Lundberg went on to talk abtout the rise in food nrices--
This 1is the first time I've seen prices as nood as when I started
farnming 20 years apo. The cost of production has gene up trenen-
dously.-

“i'r. Lundbers is an oroaasic rice farmer ir Lutte County and the Vice-
Presicdent of the National Farmers Orpanization; he 1is also interest-
ed in catfish hatcheries.

G A
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ciency., j~opie can't aff

et one ey eonl Is nroducine foo! cheaw, not produsing cualil-
ty food (the goal of pereral arriculturz). T thinl that our Liecrent
rrovlen comes in reorlentine ourselves zan’ the industry and the Uni-
2rsity to odequate and prower goals that bave a lone term good ef-
fces. I not involved in orepanic apriculture becavse2 I felt an obli
ration to 1nave tue laad in as good a slhape as I found 1t. ‘'le tahla
trouble not to burn ouvr xrice strav, trv to rotate, try to Froi rreen
rmanure crouvs -try to malnuain this resource for later penerations.
Tut at the prosent tine tha way we are btelre oriented towaxd effii-
ord to rotate, to wvork the strav In, and
to get the price up (eince the pric: is so

HEES

[
@

}
tliay must use chcuica

low), ...

5o soue of the problers come from consuney unararenesc. Tie
cc:tunar has o pet nore dnvolved...Ve need a redirection of our
i ¢ o re-elacation of the consumer, and a teanwor effort to solva
th¢ jprollems.



Summary of Presentation by

Dernard “"ricmont#®
Californin Certified Orporic Tarnecrs ODreanization

Hr. Bricment besan Ly piving sona information about his orpani-
zatiep, e have organi:cd 1in California to ecertify orranic srrovervs,
to ::rtify the food Lhat they nvoduce~-that 1t is pesticida f(ree and
thei the soll management i1s such that it builds up thie soll and that

no chenical snraye or fertilizers are used. “'e are involved in ceu-
5wy relationshinsg because ve have consumer representatives on ail

of our cextifization visits: there is also a consumar reprencatative
ouw our Loard.,.. e will be brand identifvinng in that thece will be
a sticker on tho product, either on the packare or on the crate or
lopg tellion tho coasumer that tuis is a cartified protduct, so that
pcople viil hava some reference as to virere the food is coming f£iom.’
Some c¢f the areas i:ir. IDricnont menticned Fis orncanization wauld
lilke to cze rescarched are:

1. Flant resistance to insaects and dizsceases:

2. TFood values of particular crops-- Is the consumer buyingp
food or ic he buying bull?:

. Bioslogical control of inseccts and disecascs:

4, llavketins and fooud handlin~ prohlilens of the small rrowers--
Everything has becn oriented around suc! large quantities
that. the snall prower can't process his own food, ard this

ie whers 3t is at. If the prover can deliver his rroduct
rreparced to the narlket, then he will eet his share of the
wvealtih in return

P2}
.

Large scalc compostine ~cooperation with cities to recycle
vrban wastes "

6. Pacliapine prades--"These have been based strictly on avpnear-
ance, not on food value or nutritional value.'

7. Consuner interaction with the farmers --"Th2 more the consu-
mer kXnows, *ie more they'll demand better products.’

1y, Bricment 1g Lthe Viece -President of the California Certi€s
manic Farmers Association,; an asscclation of some 5¢ farmns 1
fornia. e is an enginecer in San Jose and a farner in Sunta
Due to thne illness of F. F. "Cal" Slewiap, Mr. Bricmont i:i.d
rrreed €0 upuall on very shert rnoniec.

ERIC
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Sunnary of Presentation by

Cliff !uppircy*
Tcology Action Educatinral Institute

Sociecty today has a barcdiec interest in itg own destructien. To-
Gday ., e are interested in one part of society, the farm. TBut wve nust
recoenire the rclationship of the farm in the contert of the larper
prnblens of soclizty...te nake sure that ve don't fird ovrselves In a
sclf-contradictory or self defasting situation as we nake plans on
into the future.

"The population drow 1is nou outstrired tha ability of thea
earth's resouvrces and tlie 1ife support svstan to =zet that drav.’

“e.oWe shouldp't lose sieht of the ner narterns cf foarm labor--
vitereas uw2 usced to have farm hands thet lived on the lard aand vere
psid annually. you now have contract labor, 2nd so th~2 person who
owns the farm wants a nininun arount of hourly coutracted labor so
tiicre isn‘t the nesclibility of :loinem thr fence mending or the soil
conservation work that was done Jdurine the slovw months that we had
in the past...

3

" The cavircurmental movenent, because it is oricented to the cit-
i2s, hos been extranely short sishted not to becore involved in the
basic issve of 50ll coasarvacion. Once we stop puttine filth in the
air, thue alr vill be clcan: once wve stop siltinp our rivers and fill-
ine thenm vith dissolved solids, they vill be clean. But as you all
kii~+r, onee the soil is gone, it is pone: and it takes a long time to
pbusid thet base baclk.”

secording to lr. iumphrey, pcrhaps the most basic problen that
w2 fac2 tcday, both in apriculture and in our society as a vheole, is
that the decision--making nroecess is one and the same with the capi-
talization process- -  If you can't capitalize it, you can’'t do 1it.
e are imposing man rade ianstitutions that are exnedicent for us in
the short tun at tue cxnense of the lony term benefits of biolapical
or natural sysctems...'

“v..U2 have to develop the confidence tlh:at we can do social in-
venting with the sane eonfldernce that we can davelop new equipment...
e neced socinl anein2ering on the same scale as meclianical and geil-
egntific engincccing. Of course, it is a political problem--you have
tne prohleic of the University bLecoming invoived in the political pro-
cess--1 dou't think ve can avoid that. I thiak ve have to face this
thing hcad on and apply the resources of the University that cones
from tha peonle in socicty to desi~n the kinds of ci:anges that ve
must have to survive.

e — . it sm 8+ eeme  em s mmies A m e § Sy e o o i i i L. -

Mr. Huuplhrey has b2en active in the ecolory movement siunce its in-
cepticen., e was oriecdunally active in Berkeley, but once e pot

Zcolnyy Action poin~, he stavted thinkipp- - Torhaeley 12 iiind of an
waonely bacouse ary chango progpren could hapnen in Nerkeley. so
v2'll go somewhere else for a better test.” MNe picled lfodesto and

started the Ecoloypy Actien Tducational Institute.

9
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e rnust bLuild survival value into culture, and this will be
done In a vory prermeditated and planned s-anner.

Agriculturze's role in this is fundamental. According to I'r.
aphrey, ve are now dependent oa techniques that are exnloltative of
e I:ud the farmer, the farnm vorker, and the consumer. “"Emvhasils
nn efficiency 1s a trap as ve consider a more human owviented form of
an :lvultuxb and society.”

"The dollar success of apriculture allouws a familiar successlon
from the farm to urban ezxpansion, and then a very successful rinpg of
retail establisiinents aand service establishiments for the farmine com-
nunity on the perinhery of this urban area, urban decay within the
center of that urban arza as the ring contirues to expand out into
the farmland and then factories coring in and ernloyine those uvhe are
avallable for a low Lourly ranse.’

Mr. JHlunphrey nov sees this succession ~aing on in the central
valley--truchking firmes £rom LA are requestins to nove into *odesto. -
It 1is clicaper 0o pave over sowe of the frinre farmlard for the
trucking operaticne than it is to pay the taxes in LA.

So, in the move to decentralize apriculture--to have more small
parcels, nouze ouner ooerated varcels~-we nust exercise extreme cau
tion or such a policy will resul: in massive urban spravl. If wve
have pcople in increased numbers moving back to the land with the
sane cupecrations nf society today, the movenent +ill be a self-de-
fcating ore.- '

lir. lumphrey then cormmented on a project entitled " the metabolisn

approesch to enviroamental resecarch.' According to this theory, in
arriculture ve have to look at the basic relationships betveen the
fevrtile land where our habitat is, the water, and the enerpy relation-
sh*ns. And ve may have to desirn neuv macrices of where people iive,

ey
-
i
-t

. <hey nrou their food, and how they eat. e may have to design
now rclationships to reach the values arnd goals we're pursuing with-
ot continuing some of the evils our socicety is trapped in today.

...We must move ahcad vith a minimum of indebtedness and a max-
imun of shariae... And so vhile ve need new forms on the land in
terns of new machines., alternative cnerpgy sources (such ag methane),
we also have to learr to make do with a nminimum amount of steel per
person, a wminimum amount of irripation pipe per acre, a minimum
amount of holrsepower puYr acre...

“...These are the kinds of questions we have to be willing to
raise. fle have to organize ourselves perhaps into new units to allow
the success cf smaller onroduction units and maintain a maximum nuwmler
of acres iIn production.”

10



Summary of Presentaticn by

: Robert van den Tosch®
Division of &Siological Lontrol, UC lerkeley

‘I awm a survivor...the poing has been rough. In response Lo a
recent article I wrote for QOrpanic Gardening, which cvoked some c¢f
the most lhorrendous tirades out of some of our farm advisors that I
have evaer read cor witnessed, one farm advisor wrote me that when lie
had mentioned me to onc of his entomolonist friends, the response from
from the eatouclogist was, ‘If van den Bosch'’s scientific inteprity
vere to be measured on a scale of 1 - 10, Lis inteecrity vouid have
to be meascred in ppm.' This 1g the kind of stuff I'wm forced to take
and¢ I love it. 1I’ve got a retort coming up in Rodale Press--if thay
ntilishit in Organic Gardening !fagazine, they'll have morec gufs than
1 o becausz the farnm advisor pretty wall rurns down Rodale Press,
i the name of the thing is "Bouquets from the Peual Tarnm.”

Dr. van den Dosch went on to say that the original charter of
thi2 University of California is tvhat gives 1t its =nlcueness, ond it
vorries ulm that this charter 1s being attacked.

The issues that he rras concerned about ten years ago at River-
side are just nrov surfacing as issucs for University involvenent,.
“I have refcrred to the Expnzriment Stations in the past as craven
z0litical places, and I don't back off from that opinion one bit.
The agricultural colleres too often subnit o the power of groups--
the groups with political and econcmic power.’

As an cranple of this capitaulation te power, Dr. van den FLosch
described annual mectings at UC Riverside where renrcscentatives of
Sunkist came to the campus to see what was going on. Out of one of
thcse meetinpgs, Dr. van den Bosch vas ordered (through his denartnent
chafvroan via the dean) to ston tha worl: he was doing and devote full
tirme to orLking on an aphid that transmits diseases to citrus. His
refusal to do this was one of the things that led to his dismisszal,.

In rapard to the recent lav passed for licensing pest control
advisors, Dr. van den Bosch said that the University got involved
wvhen the Tovnecil of California Growers, scared becausec a botter lawu
almost g¢ot passcd, asked the University to urite another law better
suited to the intercsts of the Council--another cxample of fthe capi-
fulation to the powers that be. It 15 Dr. var den Bosch’s opinion
rihrt the present law has set pest control advisors taclk a long vav.

As far as inteprated control and biolonrical control are con-
carnad...we are making headuvay, althouerh there are pcople constantiy
harasediae us.” The Division of Diolowical Control has suffexred thn
same budpzt cuts as the rest of the University, so the amount of
money they are gettinp is not all that preat.

Dr. van den BDosch i3 an entomolopgist and Chairman of the Division »of
3iological Control at UC Rerkeley. Ha has beern ausocizsiied with the
pesticide issue. dealing with questions oun the politics of resti-
cicdes and why inszccts keep being such a problen desnite all of the
~henical input, he is also workinp on a study of alternative pesti-
~ides.,

9

ERIC 11

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

fome people say that the research role of the Collese of Agri-~
cultural Sclences should be wiped out, but Dr. van den Bosch feels
that the University should. have the role of watch dog. In other
words, if the University doesn't do agricultural research, we open a
veeua,,  The University is not fulfilline its role- it has tradition-
atly sided with the nowers that be. The Unlversity, accordins to Dr.
van don Beasch, should be the fair-minded element in the research af -

a
{avir.

Thhe most crucial change that I can see in the Universityv of
California's chaunpging role...is to chanpe its posture. 4&nd if this
deesn’t havpen, the aericultural collepges will be shut dovwn, liccause
the public isn’'t gettine much out of the-. Thevre 1s the potential to
do a great deal of sociological and ecoloecical sood within the frame-
work of the Dlvision of Agricultural Science:, as well as to inecrease
producticn efficiency. Ve need an overall puilosophical change in
the University.”

~w

Y

The University will have to put its noncy where its mouth is
to bacl these changes financilally.

12



Sunrary of Presentation by

llavid Talanapte®*
El1 Rancho del Sol

Uhea 1 Rancho del Sovl began five years ago, they started analyz-
ing the kinds of problems farm workers would face tean years -fter, and
how thav ¢.uld solve these problems. After having been involved in
several projaects, "...we realized that wve had to pet part of the cco-
nomic pie in the County.” Some of the biggest industries in the Val-
ley were located in Stanislaus County with more coming in and farm
west1s had fou choilces--—-either go on welfare, migrate elsewhere, oz
fignt the Teamsters or large conglomerates--to survive. Thus, much of
tlic o.czgy of E1 Rancho del Sol was sgpent trying to surwviva; thcr; was
no tiwe for research. "Ue haven't had the opportunity to utilize tLhe
Univereity of California...”

One of the goals of E1 Rancho del Sol was to implement a ccrpora-
tion that would serve farm workers and be run by the farm wvorkers. The
cooperative started with 350 members--Clhicanos, Blacks, Okies. ilowev~
er, later cach group decided to organize its own ecounomic base.

Althoupgh they had originally planned to bvegin with 209-300 acres
of land, under the advice of Mr. Joe Yonan, a small farmer in Stanis
laus County for over 40 years, they decided to start with a smaller
plot in order tH 1lrara and educate themselves abhout the problems they
would f£face. Three years ago, with 20 families, they approached the
Extension Service of Stanislaus County for agssistance and were met nega-
tively. “7ha2y said we would never be able to organize ourselves into
a farm worker corporation and de what we wanted to do..."” Farm work-
ers of E1 Rancho del Sol were not able to get the necessary informa-
iion for the Extension Service, however a UC student working in Stanis-
Llans County was able to get assistance from Extension and do some of
the necessavy research. ‘

They <Zound a plot of land abendoned by the University of Califor-

nla, ozcupied it, devetaped it, aud then went through the legal chan-
nels to zcquire the Yand. Thev row have it on a lease with an option
to btuvy. But El Rancho d21 Sol encountercd problems. “First, to be

to get the rescarch that we nceded done, we had to have hearings;
wa had to appear before the Senate Subcommittee on Migratory Labor...
and ue testified to the fact that we just couldn't get any informaticn
eeest’s strictly the elite that get the research, because of the poli-
tics involved. In Stanislaus County, the large growers, conglomeratus
and industries control-the taxpayers' agencies. And we had no base-~
political or economical. So this rave us more reason to organize. We
started rcaching out to pecople who had meore contacts and little more
polltical influence than wa did. We went before various senctors, con-
gressmen, asseitblymen, and local legislators co protest and conplain
about the wav wve were treated by the Extensicn Service. It came out
in a publiec dobate between the director of tlL~ Extensilon Service and

v

David Talamante is the President and one. of the founders of Ll Rancho

dcl Sol, 2 coopsrative farming enterprisce comprised of about ten fawml-
lies of farm work background in ¥eyces, alifornia.
13
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urealf dn the prpavs 2uu convinuced for about three oole,. omedl? -Fi-
naz !y L gzuen a tatter of apoloey from hin because of the 3enate Sub-
comuatcee nezarings. Since then, we've had & good reiatfonuidr wo:lkia,
vith them, I'm trying to point out the %kind of pulicical pressura it
took for uc to organiz: ourselves and show that we also had some pu-
iitteal clout in the County.”

There werc other problems: Last ycar, everything planted by Ei
Rancho del Sol was organic, but because ¢f the organic process and
lack of information, the crops were late and they didn‘t get the best
prices. This year to avoid thils, they planted earlier, but as a re-
sult got insects, so 1/2 of the crop is organic and 1/2 is not. liv.
Talamante cwphasized the fact that information from the Extension Sex-
vice could heve helped to prevent this. But they gained experience.

"If tha University of California would work in conjuncticn with
the farm workers and help with research, then the consumer would get
<he end result uf better products, savings, and most importaant, che
concern that the people themselves are getting the best product. Dut
instead, this (information) goes to the powver elite, the elite socie-
ty. And whether we can change this structure or not, I don't kuow.
hut wre're doiug It cn our own. We're notc waiting for the Talversity
'~ «<l.ange the strunture or to deal with our problems, but it wonrld
13ve heljped; whav has taken us five years to accomplish could have
been done in on2 witih the research you have available here.”

"Noue of this wealth, none of this research has gone out to the
pevple themseives. I don't know whether we can change this, but I do
know that 1:’s going to take more than just the people in this 1room
and mozz2 than just discussion. There's coing to nave to be som: poli-
cizol muscle, legal action, and the kind of work we're doing.” Mr.
Talamante siresscd the lmportance of organizing a coalition of small
farners aud farm workers and other groups neglected by University re-
sa=2arsch; a2 cvalivion of those with practical experience and those with
rechoic.’ snowledge.

Ac:ordin,; to Mr. Talamante, research alone is not sufficier:s. We
need 1o ask, '...what kinds of actions can we take to implement the
vesaiyra:’ v« you Lav. willions ¢f dollars of resecarch...but when
you e vezay tu rmpienent 1t, the powers that be come down on you.
It°s guing ko take more than being in one room and talking about it;
we're all going v have to organize...not just the social problems,
but we alsc have to Mnok at the marketing problem. Who controls the
markets? VWho mnkes the money? We have to have input oa évery level
of the game in agriculture--from the top to the bottom.”

"The University started with beilng concerned about human beings,
but somehow or zuother got away from it, and now we have to bring it
bacit to the people. And we can do it, buc we have to work together
to underscand the problems that each of us faces and how to deal with
theun. t
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Sunnary of Presentation by

Jerry Kresy®
Consuwmer Co-op of Borkeley

Ye..Tirst of alI, you do know that the consune* pays ail the
bills...whoether you'zn uuaxtny or whether you're poor...whether it
poes 1ntu univcrcity grants, taxes, welfare, tax write-cffo--for all
of thiis, che counsumer payb the bills. If they don't pav for it in
the norwetplace, they pay i{or it in the second way. I°'ll give you

a classic example: take the spray can, made of metal, you can't use
the damn thing--all you car do is put it on the sehlf. You're going
te v that price too. You zlgso pay much of the agricultural prices,

atu v«u also pay for smog, air or water pollution... Cheapuess is
nos tie wvalue; much of the time we think how can we ger it cheaper...
WYe nar the secondary prices, the prices that ecology groups have %o
tiy to go arourd and cloan up--pilastic and cans and glass and so
forth... :

Mr., Ageﬂy oxplained that the idea that large supermarkets are
the most cfficient ways to dis ;rLbLLe faod is not true. ‘'Many peo-
ple who work in food conspiracies know that you can get food much
cheaper than in any supermariet.”

He waut on to say that the counsuners in"lc 2y Area have advan-
tages over tcople in Sacrameuto or Modesto. You're subsidizing us:
you're pzying more for the same products than we're paying in the Bay
Area, and thi‘ doesn't involve the price differential or that the
crop may be closer tc you. You're subsidizing us because at this time,
Lucksafe is in the process of attempting to squeeze out of the market-
ing business the small indcpendent chains and independent grocery
stores. The. way they're doing it is a differential pricing struc-
ture... Hafeway has different prices in different arcas for the saune
product., '

Y...Differentlal pricing is a way to make it impossible for mar-
keting co-ops to have a marketing situation where you'ra goiug to have
o fair deal.’ WMr. Kresy explained that even a large co-op like that
in ¥ovkeley cannot compete with Safeway because Safeway is big enough
that they can maintairn low prices in the Bay Area and make up for it
in cther areas.

"...Food conspiricies...aren't changing agribusiness; it isu't
chaujzing the political structure; what 1t is essentially saying is,

‘1 cun do better for myself if vou and I work together.’ You get into
buying clubs, and the same kinds of things are in operation. But if
you get into urban co-ops, you can begin to educate people...you can
take 2 little piece of the dollar...and use it for educational pur-
poses or maybe even for legislatlion. You can support other co-ops and
farn groups (Serk cley co-op uses only UFW lettuce). «e-f0u can do
this stuff 1f you're big enough; it doest't matter what yzou do if you
zre small. In the begiuning yosu huve to be sw3ll to learn and grow,
but 1f your goal is to take care of yourself...that's all you'll take
care of.

#Mr, Kresy represents ithe Consumer Co-op of Bzrkeley, an alternative
marketing enterprise of supermarkets, service stationg, garages, or-
ganic food stores; he is particularly instrumental in wecrking with
mamber participation, mewber control, and member education.
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Surerary of Presentation by

Shcldon Greene®
Center for Rural Studiocs

Hr. CG-oecne began his presentation by describing the cnormity of
2 tasy dnvelwved in attoespring to change an i“utltut on lilke the

ercity of Callforidia. Mo then talked aboub some of the “predica-~
i vuyral Averican for which the University can be hoeld respon-

i1

«..the University has been very successful in cncourapging pro-~
ductivity in ayriculturc...this productivity has had a technological
ard rescearch coupuouant which has led to capital intenaivity varsus
favor irtercivicy in Californis, and to n great extent, Awmerican agri-
culture. The impact of this, comtined wirh other forces--yovernment
colicics, tax palicics=-~have lcd o the loss of fanily farwuivwg. To
Amp evey Colifornia...to New Jerscy, which is known in the Fest as
surcen Staite, which supplics this grcat urban wepalopolis with a
0t 1ts vegetables...in the 2C vears between 1950 and 1970, New
£ 2/2 of i1ts family farmers, end 1/3 of its farm land
ty cf factors. This, despite the ewmphasis on produciti-~
al intensivity or perhaps as a result of thesc factors,
a large extent, the output of this and similar land
i
n
e
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»  The alternative to the productivity is that wa've
ers from the poor quality of merchandise provided
Pp}asi on the appearance of 1t, rather than the nu-
fonal vxliza of ft. And we've also sustained an iroanlc, but inevi-~
le, iucrease in cost for this food which has less quality, much of
thu cost attributable to the sccondary quastions of distribution of
‘m2rchandising...
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‘... the jtion of the family farmer and with that a concomitant

atey
attriticn of indepcndent businessmen in the cmall communities who have
had this sywmbiotlc relationship with the fanily farmers in the outly-

ing wegleuwe, and along with this, the loss of the farm worker®s mean
inoome~-his miserable income because he's becn displaced by the farm
u2chinery and the lack of an alternative in the rural cconony for him..
and wiith thils has cume a concentration of ownership of land in rural
loevica...by absestee conglemerates. And along with this concentra-
ticn has bLeen tux Josse farmlug and ownership of land by any number of
syndicates that are acn-agriculturally based... And along with this
“kas corie tue conczpt of vertical integration of corporations which are
ot only farming, but doing the marketing, with the monopolistic consi-
darations, the concentration of the market in the hands of the few,
the ineviituble increase in price which comes with oligopoly and mono-
poly. And with that has come environmental degradation...the deple-
tion of single rcsources, the degradation of the soll, the exhaustion
2f it with nitrates, pesticides and water as well. And for alil of
a continusl poor return on the invest .of the farmer, the farmer's
itul dinvestment, so his benefit by aand large has not becn commen-
@ with the increase in productivity. He's driven to have a larg-~
larger farm to make a decent vetura for himself because he needs

Sheldon Grcene 1s the founder of tihe Center for Rural. Studica in San
Fraunclsco and one ¢f the divrectors of the National Coaliticon for Land
neform.

x 16
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

gislature., o..We do need to u

WLt oast0ue and meve production... And finally, the burcaucratdwp-

tion of mavketing, extensive controls on how you paclkage, the apprar-
ance of thiags, just nake it harder for the small man..."

“%Yhat c¢an we do? Several of us in this room had a scries of
@eetings and Javeloped some failrly detalled recommendations, which onc
day...we'll present to tihe Board of Regeats and inevitably to the la-
ake the University accountable for 1ts
rescarch to the same extent that any new plant today has got to accournt
to the public...to show that it is in the public interest and will not
harm the pubdblile baeiore 21t ean be built. We &als9 need to have the Uni-
versity consider the secondary considerations, seconiury attributes of
research and to weigh those costs, social and economic costs. before
egngaging in rssearch. ...Certainly, we have to make the Uunlverslty
conuentrate muci more than a token response on elevating rhat cegnent
of the rur=2l society which has been so abused by the productivity en-
phasic of the past several decades--that, of course, is the famiiy
farmer, tue farm worker, otiier peocple who are depeundent on the tarm
econcnmy Jn the rural areas, including the urban consumer.'

"...?erhavys viewing our relationship to the University in a va-
cuvm 15 somewhar quixotie, because really, the lesson of the Universi-
ty's orlentation toward the agribusiness interests...reflects_ that
therre’'s much more than just our common interest, our common concern,
our inymulation of intelligent recommendations that's at stake. ...

(L i:ugly, what’s neceded is one or more vehicles of politiral nower
whizh 48 based upcn a broad popular coalition...of people who can get
Lngzther and recognize that their common needs are in a certain vein
ad artlculate thece iIn a concrete way, and then structure ar crgani-
ation in such a way that they can make their interests known to the
xisting political leaders, and to new people that they might elect,
h exe as baholden to that counstituency as many of the other politi-
al leaders are beholden to our adversaries today. The idea with
Jhich we should all probably go away from this conference is the im-
portaunce of political puwer 1f there's to be any meaningful change irn
tha prezant powor ralationships in rural Califormia and rural Awerica.
And this requires an economic base, not just an organizationsal base....
Jbvinuvelr the encnomic base that agribusiness has legitimizes their
elzins wizh the Univercity, with the politicians, and also gives them
the money, the tax contributions to say, 'we have a right to special
legislation, or legislation which reflects our interests to the ex-

(o3
1
’ LR}

= fD N 4

-

nivsion of other people....
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Morkshop on
ALTERIATIVES TC TFT AGRIDUSTHESS METTOD OF FARUING

Sunmarized by Henry Estenshade

The wvorikshop Logan vith 2 discussien on the methods of orpanic

agriculture. ¢ was pointed out that agribusiness owned the best
lunds, vhile only the less ninerally rich solls wvaere avsilelle to the
¢nall farnmers. This led to the question of soill nutrition, crop ro-
tations, and green nanures plus comnostine, r"imre was doubt expresscd
ovar the feasibllity of the process of changing a farm from chemical
¢ wreanie.  There is nuch baek yard e:ner*ence with cardens, hut

vier: ljttie is lnoun about the iareer ovarations.

Tendell Lundb:rg of the "Tational Farmers Orpanic ution and an or-
i r, spolke of his 3,000-acre farm, and howv little sup-
port ke wvas given in dealing with crop problams Ly the University.

The conccnsus of all preseut was that IC Extension has little goncen-
tion of what organic farmers are doine. :‘r. Lundherer’s Farn is snec-
cessful and polants optinisticaliy to the feasibkility of such farmina,
but he is well aware of the prolilems which other farmers around him
are facing. 1Ile feels scronpgly that the pul:iic i not hearinp the
voilce ol vhe real farner toadey, and only throu-h a coonerative effort
can nceded informoeion be made available

ey

cruavd Bricmont of Califuvrnia Certifin:d Orpanic Farmers sunmport-

-
r
ed this discussion with accounts of farmers whon he is certi f"lnq.
Jtany questions were raised concerning this process of certification,
and it was pointed out that the UL systen surely nmust be zble to as-

sisz in tie determination of the factors which influcnecz the organic
concent ¢f solls. VFarmers want to learn what they can from those who
have the resecarch facilities.

RBiccuscion moved Into thae tax question as scncbody brought out
the guestionabl conomnics of the small farmin~ operations in the
rtate. Ia resp

o
e

ase, Dr. Paul S. Taylor, Professor of Econouiles at
ussed the reforms of tha Hew Deal, reforms which the
P

UC Berkaesley, di
p2ounle did not port, and as a result, failed. The machinery”
ciosed down due to lack of knowledge in the community. "It 1is proper
to unecaw of the responsibility of UC, but also the role of the peownic
Lure ha consideced.

David Talamante of Tl Rancho del Sol spoke of his efforts to vr-
penize the small farmers, and the establishment of a farm worker's
lobey in Mashington with hopes for the establishment of a vank for
loans to small farming operations. Others actively joined in the
discussion of how to go about orsanilzins political action, with the
conclusion veing that an orcanization was certalinly needed to tale
into accowat the wide variety of problems all of thenm fuced. t wvas
supeested that a series of similar conferences of farmers be held to
organiza and define 1n detaill the problem araas which could be dealt
wvith. A ionpg discussion ensued on the stratcesics of power, the his-
tory of veforms (for the people or for the governnent?). Uho can ve
70 to in the UC systen to regcarch a problem? An alicrnative to apgti-
business 1s power. Cuaall farming 1s poor business today.
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v ihe course of thils discussion, Dr. Joun l!ladison of the De-
mont of Enviroumental llorticulture snoke of 5 friend in the ¢
vest wiio organized a number of his neirhbors and their friends to ne-

-
.y

vively oursu2 lowering their production costs by implenentine oreani:
rriacisles, technological exchanges, ant' coonzration. e pointed oat
tirat four caleories of fossll fuels are necded to producz one calsrie

of foo0d, which 1s hardly efficlent in comparison to the wesl underta-
ken in insloiwenting othzr forms of enerpy in . the prodnctlion of orean-
ic foods. Efflciency siiould not bhe monn*avv hut instead, meagsurvred

by the peopl2 producine on the land. It c1* e done nost.efficientlyv
if we begin @4 use our resonurces - a .

'r. Dvicmont spoke of the urgency in marketiap foods direcrly
from the farnesr, thas elininatine the niddlarzsn (brohers. eatc.), wrho

d 23

cater to the large surermarkets. findine loopholes and getting around
the narketins orpanizations in power. The Universitv must understan-
the parameters of the problem~-an analvsis of the svesten and zn aliter-
votive tivection For the small faumers wac cnlled for. There was in-
terest irn the aiternative marketing system currently in operazion in
Durope called Demecter, viiich 1is the arm of the Pio-Dynaric farming
systen in those countries. The work of Dr. Pfeiffer in thie Field

vvas umentiloned alony vith names of other Turopeans who had spent many
yeers 1n the early parct o2f tihis century attempting to dz2al with the

1S

approzchineg chenfcal revolution.

ilr. Lundberns spoke of the catfiish he raised, and how they were
soil to -the public with no insnection of their toxicity, irrespective
2 ke chemicals vhich could have been applied to resions surrounidine
L pouds. or the actual nutrients consumad hy thegse fish. The over-
atl teactiloun vas a demand for oreater research into the meaniapg of
}"zli*v foudc versus the chemically fertilized production orientation
teday- 2 health of the people and of the snils which produce for
them, Thure nust be a mediur of communication betreen such Ffarmers
who ara *rulyv concerned with these problenms, but who do not fit intv
ghe backyard Todale Oreanic Gardening procrams as they exist at pre-
senkt, QOnce arain, the need for research into farminﬂ orpanically wag
emohacized

Dr. Robext van den Bosch of the Divisica of Biological Control,
UL Rerkeley, spole of the work of the 3iolerical Control laboratories
in Albany. Although he did not feel that this wvorlt directly benefit-
ed snalr farnnys or creanic farmers, he did feel that thev could uti-
lize the zesonurces by orsanizine and nresenting inputs for research
iato the prohlenms wvhichh faced them. TIr. van Jden Nosch mentioned that
the funds for the worl of the laboratories are severely limited by

r
the State, and slso by the larpge cotton and alfalfa lob%y grouns who
have the carital to support resecarch for their interest ~rcups. lfuch
wotrl: has Leen dene, and he saw no reason why inteprated control sys-
tems could not be worled out for a wide variety of crops. Once agaoln
the questicn of orsanizinp small farmers and oreanic people to lobby
for their interests in UC research cane up. . The bip growere of alfal-
fa, cotton and deciduous fruit have been very active in suasportioe
this regazsvch. Dr. van den Boscli did not helieve that th:oy were in-
pnttine totally nev ideas in fardng, but that their priuciple con-~
cern was to maximize the benefits of the .innuts which the farmer
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cnuld supply in terms of his goill manacenc~t and suclh othaer inter-
elated Eauturd. [le estimates that inteevaied contral would rednco
by 757 tre peoticide cocts in cottor, and ha held sinilar nradictions
foer alfalta and desdiduous fruits, including citrus--vhich all wcans
savines to the farnar and consumar. Vet co—nunication of this knovw-
ledivn ro tha Yarrarg 'ras excerntleonally Jd7fficult due to the harasg-
ment of Tund cut-hacis, and the ercat domination of apribusiness peo-
ricide zalesren who cost the nubrlic some $25 million a year to adver-
ize thedr preduste. e susported the wor! of the cevtifiel sraande
arming wovemeas, and felt that it wvas & step torardc a preaktar under-
tandine of mhe parancters of protlems todry. Perhans wve can one
écy reach thije pescicide free environrent i‘eal vhich they rnrofess...
pavhups an fncurance prosran aralnce pesticides cr svboldies for non-

'j‘ ~

mideal ucngzgn, He did ot fenl that redvcraon in vur pesticide vse
vould cut bacik the food production gs drastically as some Farm Purenu

podiborve thini.

It was the concensus of the menmbers of the workshop thot there
ic 2 orcat need fox cooreration to provide inputs Into thils area of
roucaveir, especially the econunmics of such an altarvative to chiamien
ﬂwfj" ’f”rc, el the need to integrate compatent pconie within uhe

ity to efficiently use the resources which are availatle for
. UC could nrovidc services which the nublic needs, but tha
tion is noi gettiap out.

Again, nembers of the worksiop voiced their interest in the for-
maticn oY a anLt.c11 lobkbv, as farm advisors were not adezdausztely

sharine thz knowledpe of the University with the palklic.
through pressurc could £l Rancho del Sol succeed in getting a [arm
adlwisor to 2esist them. It was felt theoi tha NC farwm alvisors were
unzble to deal with the diversity of probie.s confronting the proun,
and for <hat reasen, several private groups have hepun consultation--
ftincon Vicova Insectaries and the Associatfca of Applied Tnsect Lco-
logiets wvare citad., DY, van den Tosch £ale that any other groups
st be echoerd thrcush his officoes beunsue they ceouxl b trusit-

n pest control., Organic farmine is consiﬂﬁ”od a chalienre to the
srablishment. as a threat to froes cnterprise and a conspiracy of the

c

£

.

vals artinsr the vested interasts of cbemical industries whizh
f5r the safe production of foods in Californial

50 orndad the workshop. Small Farmers, oresanic farmers, farm
rlice co-00s, and a big rice grower shared similar concerns thot
is issue of tire research rcsponsibllities of the 1L systen be de-

incd ard directod to support their interests in survival. It is a
o



Workshop on
ALTERNATIVE TLECUHD'OLOGIRS

Surmarizced by Jon Hammond

The firs:t topic of discussion in this workshop was methane pro-

duction. Cliff iiumphrey of the Lcology Action Educational Institute
sald that urban methane generation could heip supply the needs of
counties presently on a gas ration. UWhile all public works projects

are in joanardy, =t the same time, tons of leaves that ceuld be con-
verted into methare are beine bSuried. The replacement of gas with
nethane will not come overnight. DBecausc dig2sted sludge nust be
dried before 1t is put back on the land, it was suvggested that com-
poeting might be a better method of produecing a soll condifioner.

in regard to energy comnservation, the following question awose:
Uhi2h lhias the most effect on soill structure, (1) usinpg organic matter
cnn L322 soll to feed snil organisms to restructure the soil, or (L)
using organic matter for methane production to fruel tractors to turn
the s0il? As no one present knew the answer, Cliff Humphrey feltr it
was tlhe type of rasearch the College of Agriculture should direct its
attention to. This is especially important in view of the present
energy crisis.

Proiescor Robert van den Bosch of the Division of. Biological Con-
trol, UC Ber%eley, stated: "We should begin vuilding a backlog of
techniquas that do not require large energy inputs 1if the species is
to survive. .The goverament should support thie research of organic
pardeners instcad of working soiely on how to grow a more cfficlent
rutabaga."

The next topic of discussion was solar energy. Jon Hammond of
the Department of Environmental Horticulture observed that 1t is
ironic that pcak energy use comes during the summer cven though we have
very cool nights. Unfortunately, our style of architecture 1s not
sujted to this climate. Teonple are so accustomed to alr conditioning
that they don't even close thelr drapes when the sun is shining in the
vindow., tiany people have lost contact with the realities of the en~
vironment that surrounds themn. '

Sometody asked whether solar energy can be used for cooling sys-
tems 1ua the summer. According to Pran Vohra, there have been several
attoemnits to do this, Including one utilizing salts that melt when
wai . wd, and then release the heat when they recrystalize.

fnotiher systen concerns storing heat. Jon lammond told of stay-
ing ia a house in {Jew Mexico that used 55~gallon drums full of water
to store heat. The south wall of the house was made of glass with a
movable pzuel for insulation outside. 1Inside, the wall was lined with
barrels of water. During the day, the panel was lifted to allow the
sun to heat the barrels, and at night, the panel was pulled over the
glass wall o protect tha heatr from re-radiating outward. This sysiem
can work 1In reverse during the sunmmer,
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The thlrd topic of discussion concerned the use of insurance to
svppluat zesticides. According to Dr. van den Bosch, only about 15%
of the crops are threatened by insccts. If we insure the farmer for
the full value of his crop against loss to insccts, the farmer won't
liax > gpray since sprayine is only a form of insurance anyway. This
apperach can both save the farmer monecy and protect the envirounment.
However, 1t 1s difficult to get the farm advisors to accept new ldcas
suclt as thils. There is also a big problem with pesticide salesnen
conuvincing the farm advisors to use unnecessary pesticides.

Discussion mcoved toward the University, and it was agreed that
the University must modify the direction of its rescarch to =meet the
new demands placed on it by society. Victor P. Osterli, Propitam Léad-
er, Agricuiltuvral Cxtuasion Service, - stated that the College is
changing and attacking environmental prsoblems. For example, they are
working with the California Department of Wai2: Resources to develop
a cowprehensive state~wide water plan.

Jim Vlsmis of the Department of Soils anrd Plant lHutrition, UC
3erkeley, explained that the University originaliy started out ful-
filling the mandate of the Morrill Act to ‘'serve the people.” In the
1860's, one-half of the population consisted of small farmers. The
University began changing after World War II when the incorporation of
California farminp started accelerating, and agriculture was shifting
in the direcction of agribusiness. Big farms gave money for research;
the small farmers did not.

But now, other.segments of the population are developing their
cwun power. An example of the cominpg chaunge 1s some new courses being
given-~one 1s called “Urban Garden Ecosystems.'" 1t 1is at the opposite
end from agribusiness. The students ‘are interested in it in terms of
getting out of the rat race and they get an integrated way of doing
thiags~-growing their own food without chemicals, etc.

It may be that as we enter a period of energy scarcity, the small

"armers may be able to produce cheaner food. The pesticide and ener-
gy «rises seem to go against the corporate farmers.
AY
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Yorhshop on
PATHS OUT OF POVIT™TY
Sumniarized by Geoff Allen

"i.e members of this wvorkshon were nostly from undversitios and
withz ¢ acvencles.  They were thevefore vwell placed to deteritdace nlat

frrrong tae University could roalistically undertalie. Congpiocucnsit
avscut vare the farn vorlaers. lorcever tha wvorkshop nambers had
reard the letiaov [rom Jin Horeran, Rescarch Director for tht2 yinited
Furm Worliers  witich cloquently avprossed that <roup’s position, an?
nuch of thae worical.on discussion developed frem the main points in
that lettex.

-
)

ficont {den-
re verae olso
o crtratcd
acciail

This vervsiop, thaw, conceatrated on &1 rnost sioni
tifiabla ~roup.-~foarn workcrs'-"hile cecornirine ¢

otiiecr ne~lccted rural groups: .ty , srall Farnmevs. lo
on the wmost viedlble vart of th: nrolklaewm -tochitolony-e acop
fmpact nof nochaniuation.

Discussion led the gruup to the position that s7e wust accept the
act thuat we live Zn a technolorically based society, that thr cloch
cannot bo put hack, and that technical changes, althanch controllable,
w111 continun to occur whatever action the Univcrﬂity iloes or does

rot take. ifost of the changes e repard as 'prororess’ hove come

about thirooezh rozearenh Iin industry, wathier than in the University,

and thiy situation vill likely continuve. However. sone discnssants
felt thaxs uuch more control of both the rate and directior cf techni-
cal chany e than prescntly exists vas possibic an? desirabklc.

"h
7
+

Taking a nistorical parsmecctive, the group believed that 50 to
75 wears aco, the Apgricultural Experiment Statlon was fulfilling Che
rueit nsticipated by the sponsors of the Hatch Act: it was providing
secviny to nost of the people, since the rural povwulation comprisecd
# Lares part of the total. '

ihet was realized by the workshop participants ras that the

ctain of “umprtiality in Undversity rescarch is a myth, but a nyth
5¢ill) brlirved Ly nany rescarchers, and onc vhich nceds to be decwol-
ished if{ a radirection of the wvork of the Agricultural Ezperirent Sta-
tion 1is to occur.

The groua~ concludcd that the rate ana divection of technolonmical
procress wac ralatively immune froam the acticus of the University,
tut that 2% 4 pubiiciy supported instituticn, the Unlversity did not
appceur to be mezetinp 1ts responsibilities of servine all the people.
Sueh rvespouunidility regqulres resolving conflicts between the needs of
comiiifctiug avoups auwd establishing what constitutcs dasirchle dis-
tributions of vealth betueen these greups--both difficult judpgmental
rroblens.

Accepting that tecunicael change will sult in coptinual dis-
placenant of vorkers witih lovu productivit/, thc vorkehop noved to thn
next proviem  wvhat to do fnr viic hali niillon penple In California

who Uill not be ncedod on th2 agricultural work force-~-most of them
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farm vovlaevs (rother than swrall farners). linder nregent conditious,
they must odiher micrrcote ocut of the countrvside often maerely trone -
portinge the problu:, or cxist on welfarz.

Thils problem wuas discussed 1in tvo parts.

Y. o can the Univarsity aid the vorlkers left behind in
apriculture?

. How can the University halp the peonle beina pushod out?

t tor increascd vages and other bencfits, ihoy necay
i his wvas forcafuliy sinted and recadily rDCOWQ-ucd
nacd both wcceonoric and polit;cht power. fhat the University
knowledpe, which can be usad to create princinally political pownr

Al fov unrkews left behind. Tor farm werkers to be succassfu
: 1

,.
o]
(=]
1
v

L4, 208 o

n wag-~ijov much can the Un*vev ;ity assist in unioni--
¢ is not considered a typical Univurs*ty activity?
[forevey, to tihe surprise of many, 1t was pointed ant vhat we aave a
nodel fromi au earllicr period--the 'niversity’s role in setting up
the Tarrn Burcaus. Therse vere designed to orpaunize farmers into
groups so #hat the Yniversity could comnmunicate with them. Thave
scems o Lo no r2ason why the University shiovuld not communicate with
znd gserve farm worker grouvs.

Sone dJdigscussion developed or the possibilities for a stable work
forse. On g eiven farm, this would require desiecning a mix of crons
and techniquas vhich would require the same armount of laboyr through-
out the year. As a lenper term solution to the problems of migration
and scasonal iabor requirencats. 1t appeared 1deal. Clearly it is a
neplected n..u of research. Ané at present there 1s no incentive
for a grewrey to adent such a schene aside from the desirability to
flave a veculiar grous of workers to turr to. Leerizlation vould be
neceded o nryeate variable taxzes or wage rates depending on whether
the ewpleovment pevriod vvas by the day, week, month, or ycar.

it whis point, we asked whether the existing agricultural exten-
544 cervice could be modified to serve both vorkers and erowers.
it vug recvgnized that the extension scrvice had done well in reach-
irg a parLlnulﬁr seenent of agriculture, and that the thinking of ex-
Lenizion areonis was crrrently peared along these linas. To asl tuesec
agents to serve farn wvorkers would be askins them to serve groups
with conflicting interests, and the workshop felt that the only solu-
tior would ke to set up a parailel arm of the extension scrvice. On
the cther hund, there seemned t2 be no graat problem iIn gettine exten-
sion agenis to scrve cooperatives of former farm workers (discussed
helow). Thes? were not scen to be in confiict with other growers.

lielp For_gg_plc being pushed out. Unionization can also assist
vorkers being displaced, althoupi this gonecdfic topilic was not consid-

ercd. Thewe vas some discussion on vhether nnionilzaidon nromotes
aecharizacion or vice versa, with the genearal cpinion heinp that
mechzanization was occurring and unionization was a rcacilon to it.
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Workshop on

ALTETMNATIVE JIARKITS AN COMISUTIER MTEDS

To &tve benefit of this wo hop, therc were reprascentatives of
11l sii~e of the quegtlon who arn proache” th: zesslons with a healchy

a desire to coowcrate with othors to explore newr arcas
' at the same time kceoning in nind for themecelves
the necds of thelr respective grounc arc.

[
4o
(_..

The most imporitant outerowth of this workshop was the irdea of
an O0fficc oif Altcrpative larkets Inforration. The scad from which
th: idesa vrew @ iné ion from Tloyd Al ¢f California
Certifiiad Ozpc re,a;dtnp a sindlar of?:c which was seot
in Penasylvunia hovard Schutz s (Department of Consumer Sciences)

deserintion of the Universitv’s problen with the communicatlion of the
wearth of Liforumation that currently eudsts in the UC system made the
disccusuion substantive In mature.

Given the present situation that peoplie who have been outside
Lhie Univecsgity ‘s nainstrean of research Jdo not have the contacts
necosnary to pet the information that they need and is availabie,
arnd givan the fact that for a varilety of reasons (for example, the
azt that prefesscrs do not get ¢redit in the review process for
publizations in the Ixtension Bulleiin) that information of a problem-
solving nature ies not pubiished, the charge of the newly created 0f~
fice of Information would be to gather from the sources at hand the
information requested by individuals. This would redguire & :tablc
budget to liire a director, clerks. liaisoun pecople, and persons who
could couwmmunicate with aca:slemicians, farmers, consumers, etc. Tt
rould he apwrcpriate that tha 0ffice be funded by the Universitvy
throupgh i%s Cooperative Exntesnion Service s¢ lon~ as it does not be-
conme captive to the prcaent special interest rrower groups or the in-
terests of seribusines

i

Theve "as sorme disagreenent about the 0ffice’s positien with
respect to redivecting University research. Roeer ilillyard of The
Tie1l, an altoraative marlietinpg concern, exnressed concern that re-
gsrarch would be usmed as an escuse for non-action. iiarshall Dunt of
tha 9avis Invirvonmental Council held that the Office ty reason of
its irtimate contact with a new cunstituency vould be in an excellent
pnsition to Imow what vesenrch was needed and thus should e in the
position to act, nct just advise and recommend to sone higher author-
ity. Aftor more discussion, 1t was noted thst the apparent disapree-
ment vas nne of timine, and 1t was apreed that for the first tuo
years the 9Fffice’s major task would be coordinnting the existing
information.

The conference propgram listed five topilcs of interest in the Al-
texnative ilarkets arca. The facilitator surveyed those in attendance
ar~.® the tople 'markets for non-apribusiness produce was one which
2t the most resnonce. It was recognized that a thoroneh discusuinu
this toplc would necessarily iead the proup into the other topics
sted, The definiticn of apribusiness' was debated with the
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concensus being that size alone did not mean anything; bur rather it
~° whether or not th2 farming operation itself is owned by ihose othayr
thun the farner or farmers themselves. This definition was not heid
to be complete, but rather it settled the issue that the size of the
ovrration is not as imporrant as who owns and operaztes it. It wau a
nattew of enphadis that a good-deal of the concern of the group was
¢Loiee the small producer who must sell everything he pvoduons at thc
bect price in order to survive.®

Ruger Hillyard brought up a case where a prower could have usad
tiie wssistance of the Extension Service in learning how to grow a crop
organically. TWloyd Allen of California Certified: Organic Farmers was
very iutcrested in the problems of small organic farmers with packag-
ing, so that the crop will be accepted on the market and sell at a
healthy rate. The problem of the small puy knowing what the consuner
prefers at a paerticular moment in time is an area of research the Uni-
vaxgsity cruld puruse. There are various systems vailable and in de-
velopment for j.ackaging and preserving produce as it 1igs ‘picked, but
their scale is always that which only the huge agribusiness operations
can afford

A het issue that came up throughout the day was that of legalized
vaste and ordered shortages of produce by the various crop allotment
Eoards and ‘agricultural codes. Later it became apparent that one of
the areas of concern of the proposed 0ffice would have to be the in-
terpratation and revision as necessary of the complex and confusing

gricultural codes. Those oi the groun with experience in these mat-
ters thought that if the people of the state only knew what was happen-
ing, they would push for change because it is the consumer, as always,
vho pays for this urnecessary waste of good food. It was noted that
the present confusion works to give those who could afford am attorney
a big advantage. Also the packing, canning and processing companies
sumatimes use their interpretation of the codes to the detriment of
the farmer who 1s delivering his goods, Just before the lunch break,
thuer o was a genevral feeling that if possible, someone from the law
schioel should be at the meeting. This possibility was checked out but
withko:ot success.

‘The concept that the more direct the path food took on its way
to the consumer was explored frow the ground up. The problems of -
s2¢ side stands, wmail orders, and farmers’ markets were discuszad.
teve Busch of the Owvens Valley Indian Co~op felt that there was room
ere for real improvement, while Jerry Kresy of the Consumer Co-op of
erkeley waunted to deal with issues that would affect the broad massas
of consuwrers. It was agreed that the propoved Office of Information
would serve in this area to help farmers to find a number of market
outlcts sc thaet they could maximize their returns, and so that the
consumer would benefit from fresher foods that could be cheaper if
waete was stopred.

This discussion of marketing lead to the realizaticn that while
the giants can afford to do extensive research into cousumer prefer-
ences and work to streamline marketing to their advantage, the smaller
suvs do not have this information, and thus are at a competitive dis-
advantage It was thought that the University and the Information

AT
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+d 1a closing thils unfalr competitive gap.
tion of consumars aboutr the crop seasons

The ecduca-
vays that taney could increase the power of

the unnecessary waste, and

their dollar could be done
by the University and would help the smaller operators.

The sessions clesed with the participants cautiously hopoful. Tt
was vecognized that everyonre stood to gain by cooperating so as to, in
zffect, vertically invegrate the food
the consurer, and
bus

not to the 1lucrease

supply vprocess to the berefit of
uslness corporation as is now done.

of profit for some gilant agri-
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Torkshop on
» TI'E ECONIOIIIC ASPECTS OF FARUING

Sumnarized by Bill lonper

At t£he begianing cof tne wvorkshon, Y. C. Tavis of the Depaxinent
of Anthropology commented that it was necesesary to identify the fac-
toers which contribured to the deecisicn about what resesrvch chould be
conducted and <p what level it should bLe funded. U431 Ronper ¢f thz
Small TFair Praject UCD} poinied vut that this ras one of the func-
tions of thu gcoenial dinplications of research nroiecct heinpy conduciad
o et al. MNavid Hansen of the Nepartnment of Agricultur
al LEconcnics aud other menbers of thne worlishop agreed that vt ve-
searcl in the past had been orlented torrard productilon anmriczulture;
and that funds vere nade available for this type of reseawch while
snnizlly oriented researc': was discouraced. The groupe ex"‘“°sci 2ha
Letl foy 4 summary of the indepeandent rescarch heing done by facuity
orn v:zal preblems, and for further research in the area. Sheldon
Grerue of the Center for Rural Studices ciitced an example of this tyne
¢i roszurch--the study completed bty a proup of land grant collie~os in
the Ilidwest on the impact of farm size on rural 1ife. Although lir.
Greene could not romenmber the reference, he felt that tha recomnmenda-
tio

ns in this document were excellent.

Mr. Greene continued to say that the Davis campnus wvas the pre-
eninent agricuitural school in the country, and of all popularly based
schools, this should be the first to look irto what 1s going on.in
Pural America. Instead, nothines has happencd 1in Davis, and all of
the concaorn for these problems has been developing in the "idvcst.

"If anythiug, tuils school has attempted to hush up the problems of
Purel America, just as the vholce state has attemptaed to iguore rural
end environmental problems until very recently.  If anybody got in
the wav of the narch toward nore mechanized, more efficilent, mere ex-
plnitati?e farma, they just got silenced. Goldschmidt was silenced
after publishing his 1947 study of Arvin and Dinuba which deronstrated
the delapidation of comnunities surrouunded by large farms, opposed to
thore vrroundua by small farms. Profecssor Pudd was cited as another
zﬁwnle ¢ a contioversial vizwpoint beilns supnresscd. Professor Rudd
putlished’ « bool about the danpgers of pesticides several years prior
to Rachel Cawson’s Siient Spring. He could not get it published any-
vhere in Csliforuia, and finally found the University of Vieconsin
Prece dn iladison willing to print his work. After the publication of
his book, he vas bitterly attacked and did not receive the promotions
that werc due to him. ijlr. Greene concluded that this was an exanple
;Ar.h;pponed to faculty merbers in the University who took contra-

veraial positions.

Staoplianle Pincetl of the Davis Food Co--op ra ised the question of
the ¢ffecrkiveness of the differcut studies conducted by Goldschmicdt
scholars. ©She wondered if these-studles ever have any an-
plication ecr whether they are just f£iled awav on a shelf or in a
journal that no one ever reads. Mr. Greene pointed out that studics
cuch as Goldschnidt's work or informaticn on consumer items and en-
vironmental problems is enormously useful to consumzt organizations
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or nublinc interest lav firms who are pressirg for certain types of
legislation or chanre In society. 1liost of thes2 grouns do oot have
thn fuading to conduct the research on thelr own and are forced to
2l on tho worit donrs by universities or similaer institutions., In
i7isn to these comments, W. G. Davis nointed cut that there nced:s
2 re-thinkine of the search procrams trat rmost of the faculoy
ave aoinpg, aund he added that it was alvays a problem to fet newv p¢-
soareil or.ney types of rescarch going and to sececure the mowney far thu
v
15
T

[od
wancireh.  Ilr. Davis felt fhat 1t wras a trarsedy that thare waz wo
rural fnerica, but this country hau moncy i

nsney to do vescarch on for
cipilar receareh on Tthiopia. Fe stated e kiow nove about Rueral
Ethiopia thoa wbout “ural Anerica. ' FHe sureasted thes e define the
conziituenny for vural research in this country and Tfind ont what
tyne of wvorw i=x necessarj.
Churlk Trby of Rlock Situdies cautioned tlhie group not to overesti -
¥ i gity. Uao poinra; cut that a sreatn aﬂal

mLirtte the pever of the Undive
1

cf ryascarchh can Ye done vit money ox llttlic money

[STRN TN ol o S
3
et O o (D

o] . 1tln“ Tulo
County as au examnle, he said that nauch ressarcn has he done in
Yolo County by o number of different gsreuns arcund the Uuiv@vvf“y.
Mone of this worl tas been synthesized and very little of it is uscd
for any purpose. . irby sugeested that ve get toecether all the
ne2ople on canpus vhoe have done research on Yolo County and lav 1t out.
A

ative data on the County, it might te possible
ratzerng and fornmulate worthvhile rural proerams. Ile added
£ the resaarch on Yolo County had been doune very cheaply
tudente ond staff. Bill Yowper cited the Small Farm Projact at
J¢D as ¢n c¢xrawple of the “inexpenuive” research that has been done

ay througih the afterncon, the discussion heran to focus on

ion Secrvice and the various segments of the public which it

111 (onp er related his impressior of how the Extension Ser-

¢ a different type of life than they had in the past.
g

LR cnsidered a softer life ir the respaeact that the agents
i > calls than they did in the past. The averasa Iuten-
sion egent is now a swecialist wvho smends half of his time
SRS he has 1little experience with actual farm managenent
avachices, 't is difficult to a"seas vhether he is beine listened

2o more or less than in the past. Sheldon Greene pointed out that
farm vor;:r& cennot get information at all from thke Ixtension Service.

ife clained thav the cvganization had evolved to the point whers 1t
served the econonic interests of the large farmers and corporate
farmers., It waz another exawmnle of the subnidiss that the taxpayers
srovide to tho larse srowers. ¢

[ESN ]

siow on the rols of the IExtcnsion Service apent ema-
1 of recommendations on the chanres which shonld be
wade i the agency dtself znd assoclated ageuncies:

1. Provide economic advice to farm worl'ers about their
tares amd how much they should get paild for certain
tyvpes of work. This ianformation could be transmit-
ted though the children from special instructlon pE
ST ANsS .
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xtension scrvice shonld assist farm vorkers and small
armers in develoving co-ons uvhich would allou for
reater econronlc stability of ithe individuals involved.

3. The Hxtensdon Service should erm~basi<z farm manasement
and should develop cost Information and other tywes of
information wvhich is of mazinum utility to tha small
Frrowver,

4. Through the 4-~1! and other ecducational prorranmns, the
intension Service should develop preprams which ass
fara vorker chiidren and enphasize the advantapes of
rural livine, ’

tds

st

There was general criticlsm of the information from the Fxten-
Sevvice, which only erphasized increased rvroduction arnd nothine
of the swucial aspects of rural livineg., In addition, it was felt that
most of the tachniques suegected would only heln farmers already
larse cnough to obtain large capital loans.

ffuch of the discussion of the afternoon sescion centered on the
.2 of the University and how it creates attitudes in its students
¢ the public. It wvas felt that the University should talie the
ition that it is dedicated to keeping people on the farm and it
124 cutline a policy to achieve this. Several arproaches were
orzested to achieve this end. One was to gecar the curricuiumn, ro-
szch projects and papers to concentrate on the amenities of rural
ife. Another approach was to start a rural information office which
would provide people with information about rural living and how to
soive certain farm problems and farm worker problems. ill Kowper
suggested tlhat pcrhaps one way to increcase the Univers 1ty s respon-
siveness to thoese problems wvould be to start a student chanter of
the TNational (ozlition for Lan? Reform, and as! the University to
previde vhe funding. Sheldon Grcene and Joe Plarenza of the Western
Dairymen's Association commented that the professors were aocing to
have to rut their heads on the bloclk. Currently, professors doa't
en come out of their turtle shells becausce they have seen too many
their membars have thelr heads cut off with no one coming to their
e

-

esently. the University is not even sugpesting that living on

s a pood idea~-it will encourage the subsidy of 3.000-acre
dave loomeuts, but will noit subsidize ten acres. Chuck Irby commented

uld be willirs to give up the urben amenities for a chance
to live on the land and farm. 2Zut he stated that this ovoportunity
was not even open to him becausa of the large capitalization neces-
sary to get into farming. This discussion led to ar exchange on the
philesophy of urban versus rural life. It was vnointed out that the:
Univarsity only stresgces an urbar ethic and there are no positive
fenrures attached to a rural 1ife style in any of the University’
conrses or research. llost of the workshon memhters apreed that there
is 2 neced for the University to begin dicscussine the advantages of a
rural 1ife style and at least gilve it some statug within the Unilwvor-
sity s catalogue of bilases.
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C cmente from University Cfficilals

iiagnar Tonning
Agsoclate Dcan
College of Agricultural and Environnental Sciences

1t has been a real pleasure for me to rarticinate in the contaov-

ence voday, but I do feel that to pose as an offic;a of +the Usivew-
sity as indicarad on the prorram may be somewlhat presumptuous on my
part, As indicaved on the wnrepran. Dean JieLsen vas to have appearad,
but a confliat developed in his schedule in that he needed to attend

an importaunt acetiny of the comnittee o9 covvaltants dealing witlh
soll and woerer aqualliy. Uith vour permission. I will nake my com-
nents as a faculty member of the University with some experience in
aininistracive matters cained uhile servaine for five years as Chair-
nary of tha pepactnicnt of Animal Sclence. The comnzuts I will mare
vill be withoutr much preparation and will largely ba 1ia respomse to
aseme cof the dizcussions and comments that I have heard durine the
conference today.

The Unlvercity of Califoranla 1s many things lto many pccplc, and
to any on=2 individual probabliy d&s largely rclztou to one’s personal

cxperience and coaktzet with the institution. e can all agree, I am
sure_ that it is larpe, and like all big things, it becomes susceptil-
hle te uvarcsponsivencss--something like a kick:ipn the tail c¢f a-dino-
gsaur may involve sonte delay before there is a response while the mes-

ga iz being conwveyed to its brain. Theretfore, an individual facul-

¢v aember, lilke myself, with whom the pullic f{requently communicates
~-Lecing but a2 small copg in a hupge pilece of machinery--may noi he able

e v licdit a University response as quickly as nmight be dasired. The
Jniversity also is costly as is immediately clear when one views the

a1l budpet which 1s public information. The concept that sone
nev nave, however, that the Yniversity is the source of unlimited =
sorceecs is a myth at the individual faculty menmber’s level. I feeil,
theretfore, that lir. Lunderen in his comments made a very tellinn
oint when he referred to grants vhich support rescarch- - the source
of funds unipht indeed bLe a force which could influence the kinds of
thiugs which are done. et me use my oun expericnce 1ip the Nepart-
meat of Andimnl Sciencs as an exarpnle. '

Q-

-
=

Activitiecs in the Departnent of Aninal Uclence are in reality
anlwal Liolony directed at food production -and land use. . Resource
ilocations fror normal state and federal public funds are largely
uzed up in fixed and overhead expenses, such as salaries and facili-
ties support, vith very little spendable operational monies. There-~
fore, 1t 1s nccessary to seek extramural funds for the majority of
research cetivities. Ta seekine and accepting extramural support,
both as indivi.luals and as a denpartment, we have firm puldelines tha
such enpport nust be without strinps attached, such that sclentifi.
caliy sound research in animal biology and production principles can
be pursued. Surely other individual investigators and unics in the
Universityinave sinilar guidelines; therefore, I wonder toc what extent
in fact rthe so-culled agribusiness influences resecarch activities at
the University. 1In the Departnent of Animal Science, with which I
have been associated, ve have had little exnerience with agrihusiness
suppocrt. lather, most of our extranural support has heen from
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inatitutinns such as the Yational Institutee of ilealt!:, which kaosause
they ave nedically and health-oriented in their objec tlves,'may have
involved some prostitution, but hopefully in a benevolent manner in
tha dnvarcas of pursuing animal bilology studies. I think there 1s
cvidence for this in the fact that as the resonurces of the "ational
Inerirufcz cf lealeh haove Lecome rora rnu-rLchﬂ thedr eranting of
raeearals support has also become mure restrictive toward more speci-
fic Val_hurelated subjects or very hﬁolc animal biclony pursuilts,
fundamental) to the solution of medical and health nroblems.

I hecrd two otlher comments during the dav which ars sien iFlcanr
in this rwspect. As animal scientists, ve perceive that animal apri-
culturc is an intesral part of land use., esnecially as spnlies to
gsome thircty nillion ac res of marcinal land in Califorania comnands
kigh priority. T'ie have had difficultv in finding sunport for that
vyra of research. I woas interested therefore in Srteldon (Greene's
ccmisents when he suggested that there are nmany sources of federal
monves avallable for these kinds of activities. Certainly as an in-
¢ir.iuval dinvestigator, and as a department chairman, we need all
kindgs of help to identify and to access such sources of funds. The
otler cormment that I thoupht was sicgnificant was thnt of Dave Tala-
manitte when he suggested that peonle with common interests neced to
form associations which have as an objective activities to hielp mount
support fer tuat which needs to be done.

Mr. !umpbrey's statemant, “"socicty’s vested interest in its own
40°trucriou, urought tn mind some prohlems of society which for a
trained and »racticing biolorical scientist, are a source of a great
dcal of freunghration bacause it i1s difficult vo sce how within cur
biologsical discipline we can contribute to sclutions. Tith your in--
dulgence, 7 uwill divest mysclf of a couple of these frustrations by
viay of example. I have wvorked with small 2alry farmers, esnrccially
in Oklahoma, and with substantial success in improving the efficicncy
of their cperations. Later, it was frustrating to them as well as to
ne vhen their businesses folded being caucrht in an economic squeeze
which neither of us felt we had contrituted to. Arnother frustration
relatzs to lMr. Bricmont’s reference to packagino which frequently
nlaces more emphasis on appearanc: than on guality. It has heen
frustratine to me to have been involved in the development of tech-
niques for the production of hicgh guality nutritious meat, then to
find it woeon't enter the narket competitively because consumers seen
to preier to sclect some beautifully packaged pre-cooked ready=-to-
serve convenicnce product wihich per unit of nutrition nay be twice
the price of the fresh mzat. I agree with Mr. Kresy's statement that
“t Lo thet vay, that it is their choice. I am pleased in this res-
sent thst in the Collepe of Acricultural and Environmental Sciences

ig concern for e¢ffective consumer education; there are activi-
tica in this area, aand there is a major effort beiny made to streng-
then and increase activities in consumer education and reseacch.

N aEe

jiost of the problems I have heard discussed today can be solved
only throuph eutreprencurship and/or community action. The Univer-
sitv’s role is 4in contributinpg nccessary information through its
residential and extension teaching programs and developing new infor-
mation as necdad through reszzrch. In this resoect, I was verv in-

o

“eregtel In Pave Talamante’'s discussion of :ha Bl Ran-ho del Sol

-~
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prcoject, I wvas disturbed, of course, to hoar of the hassle involved

in getting the attention of the Apriculitural ILxtensiou Service:; how-

ever, I was eucouraged to hear that Nave and his group approached ex-
tension and hung in vigorously until they sot the attention, and gra-
tified to iiear that they nou are petting secrvice from extension.

1ral IExtension representatives will comment on their ac-
. I wish to mention briefly instruction in the College.
o report that in recent vears, there have been sowme
signiflicant changes in tihe Gollege teachins propgrams, to open them up
to broader pzarticipatica by all students on campus and to direct at--
tention to publie relevancy. llore emphasis has been directed to so-
cial and behavioral matters even in teclinical ar-eas, such as Animal
Science, Plant Science, and Soil and VUater Science, course offerinps
have been introduced to offer students a broad view of resource utili-
zation and nananenent, and accompanying environmental and scecilal im-~
plications. I hove been pleased personally to see in my own class,
Domestic Animals and HMan, increasing numbers of students not majoring
in Animal Science, but in Economics, FPolitical Science, Social Seci-
encas, ate, This expanded contact plecases me for the increased prob-
abi ity of enlightenment of future policy malers with respect to
problems of resource managenent in food production and distribution
processes. '

Toward improvenent of the processes by which the University ecan
contribute to the solution of problems such as have been discussed
today, I believe the major areca to be strengthened is communication.
For example, to stop the machine, I feel cannot be an acceptable
solution. then man shaped his first stone tocl and found that this
gave him an advantage in coping with his environment, I believe he
became irreveraibly committed to technolorical development. In my
personal experience, I look back to the beet harvester; I worked in
the beet fields and topped beets with a machete-like instrument to
which scars on my hands bear witness. I b%eliecve there are many peo-
ple that join me in not wanting to return to that procedure for har-
vesting beets. An important factor at that time was that there wvere
alternatives--some joined the army and others went off to the ship-
vards., I’m not suggesting that these were satisfactory alternatives,
but they were alternatives nevertheless. I can’t feel that machines
have been developed for the ruthless displacement of workers from

the fields. I know some of the engineers and they are pood people.
The major fault az I sece it, however, is a lack of communication
among the various scientists and scholars. The engineers were in

their little cell developing machines and the biologists were over

in their laboratories working on plants, sometimes in comnunication
with the engineers in developing plants. that vere adanted for mecha-
nical harvesting; and the sociolopgists were over in their little box
doing their thinpg. UWhat was lacking tvas total communication amonp
all parties that would be concerned in the total problem involving
the entire system, not only that portion as apnlied to production and
harvesting.

Finally, I would like to comment on the reorganization activi-
ties within the Collepe of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences,
which I believe will go a long way toward improving communications
among units within the irstitution and improving its responsiveness

to the problems of society. This involves the appointment of
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asgociate dcans with responsibilitiecs ir subiject matter arcac in

which they are conversant. This should improve conmnunications %“e- .
tveen the individual faculty merber and scientist and the administra-
tion of the Coliepe. Secondly, throurh close ceomaunication amongst
the associate deans, there will be a climate of more awareness on the
part of every one of what is hanpenine in various corners of the Col-
lege. Tinally, throuch the use of appropriate public advisory commit-
tees and conferences, such as the one we have participated in today,
this should improve conmunicztions between the Coliepe and the public,
and hence, permit us to be more recsponsive to the needs of more seg:-

ments of the public.

I thank you very much for permitting me to participate in this
confrrence. I have enjoyed it very much and I shall do my best to
represent to other members of the College thke issues which have Leen
raised. Thanik you.
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Concluding Remarks
Yhere Do "¢ CGo Fren llera?

by Isao Fujinoto
Conforence Coordinator

1t 1s custorary to say ofter a gatherine of this kindg, that this
is a asood start and to off{er certaln cptimistiec appnradsals. To a cer-
toin extent, we can do our share of this. It certainly does helpn to
kroy that there are others vwho share simllar concerns, and confeirencus
7avw.d for bringing pecple together, to recognize ailies and to
¢ oat the names that existed as abstractions.

Cut if we are to acknowledge that jt's a start then we ueecd Lo
spell out what it isc we're starting on, and in vhat dircction we're
going. It'¢ clear from just this one day’s gathering that many qucs-—
tions necd anewering, the very nature of these questions suggestling
follow up action to take. Some auestions are a matter of deailng with
misinformation or lack of information that seninars, short discussions,
ar a little homewvork reading available brochiures couldérn’'t ciear un,
such as busic querdies dircected to the structu-=e of “he University of
California, the Txperiment Station and Extensicn Serviece. But there
are other aspects concerning the resources, priorities and claims on
the University system that may not be as clear. Reither is it clear
uho, how, wheie, zrd whethes the kinds of questions raised by the vari-
ous publiics representec here today can be channeled into the Universi-
vy and challenpge interested sclentists, given the nature of rewards,
wnd the =ocial and politlcal contezt of how any kind of work--includine
sclentific rescarch---15 recsponded to, investigated, and disseminated.

We nz2ed o¢niy remind ourselves that with all the concerns expvessed
about ecology and tae response of the lUniversity to broader environ-
nmental Tssuec, 1it's only been about a decade ago that the ideas and
w.ritinegs o1 Rachel Carson, vho d2d so mueh to sparl the putlic con-
wcience regardiag the quality of 1ife, were damned by scientists on
this va2ry compus as irresponsible and useless. This seys a lot about
«h2 zozdlal and political context in which we work. VWhen the chins
thke curtain also falls on the myth of scientific objectivity, re-
wiiang instead the extent to which the infiuence of vested interest
yroeos, such as the chemical and pesticide industries and petrolauam
wackad foundaftions, has permeated thz University system even more so
ther the scientific method.

The kinds of questions raised by people associated with groups
mezeting today-~ orgaric farmers, snmell family farms, farm workers, con-
sumers; the cooperative movement, refleect arcas which should lesiti-
Aately challiear.: the Univercity in as much.as-they ore societal ques-
“icng touchin® on arcas thot relate to the quality of life in general,
and to the canvacetlons between rural and urban livinpg as affected by
nocial inaplications of the work done by agricultural scientists in
narticular. 7To be sure, there arc differencez in vantase polnts, as-
aymptions, nriovrities zand efinitions, but the over-viding concevn is
thhat the Uniwverasty cannot continue to zllocate such a high proporvidcn
¢f ity resourcees Iin the nuzne of growth and efficiency, to tackle pri-
orities for the benefit of limited aidiences as those invoived in pro-
Anztion and corporate agriculture--yithout cventually reapivg seriour
coelatal o oonquencan,
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arveThie- sirdeeenece ie aor alone in expressing such cuacesin.. S
anyiilug, riece views are consistent with our beinpg in the oge of .o
:sunzabilivy. The investirative research of task forces or repnlntow
sgencies, land ownershilp and pestiecides, and pecific analysis c¢i land
guant colleges such as llard Tomatoes, Yard T'nes, Fai ifng the. Peonie
.stvdy of Cocnell), and D*rt on California -~-repardless of discladamer

eeeritics, call for the public inccitutions to be accountable to thu

‘9rrer pubiic, than to be servants of selected pgroups, seclected by nua-
tvre of their wanuvpulative advantages and and concentrating of pouern
and money.,

With the recognition of such challenges and certain opportunitica,
some quick analyvsis of vhere we go on the basis of what we've heard
from the confarence sessions is in order. This is done especially w
the 1dea of providing a charge to those of us who are part of the Uni-
verslty tc legln cxploving ways to implement what we've deliberated.

Two ressibilities will be mentioned now. For want of a better
> amre, w2 can cali one a People's Information and Fawmily Farm Clearing-
house, and the otlier Ombudsman on Agriculture and Quality of Life.

The purpose of the clearinghouse wvould be to mnalie the University
reavureces nore accessible to the kinds of publics identified here, and
alzu to provide a vuidge between such publics and existing offices.

It Is not wmeant to 4uplicate the efforts of Agriculturai Extension or
she Apviculiural Iaformation Service, but is suggested to malie better
!'nown the resources of the University to those publics that may not
have known vhat tha University has to offer, or who may have dismissed
the Unlversity as a rasource, for a variety of political or negative
“m'"e rcesons. The clearinghouse can alco serve as a bridge hetween
wvarizous publies and faculty and staff, pairticularly those with zzper~-
tise and inteuest in tackling the questions, such as those raised here
at tire conferernce.

As tu the arrangemeat of such a clearinghouse, the answer will de-
pend on the nature of the current outreach and the cooperation by the
Pxrxteusion officez. It may be possible that the Extension Service can

icconrodate what's sugpgested here, or it may be more feasible to set
uv a pilet office vith a different public image that will be more con~
2ucive to wvrinpging together the people and the University. It would
selp to know what infermation 1s already available and can be useful

to groups concerned with problems such as consumer issues, organic
forming, family farms, farm workers, etc. 1In this vein, what kinds of
-ublics are served by the existing University facilities aud informa-
“ion services? Also, what kinds of questions are raised by groups

that aren't the conventional audience?

The sceond suggestion is for an intellectual advocate of sorts.
This would be an office =rhere many of the questions pertaining to thc
25¢8 and nmisuses of the Unidversity can be channeled; where nceded ov
suocnsced reseavch by public bodies not having the kuow-how cr curvent
access can pe directed; where faculty interested in taking on ncw pro-
JeLtG can be encouraged; where social and environmental iwpact impli-~
cations of agricultural research is examined. Also, this office mighv
see .o it that the University issue an annual repoirt as is done by miwt
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covporations. Such a report could have a summary statement of ius
fin2ncial resources and sources, the research projects beinpg urnder-
taken, the nacure of advisory committees for such research ete. This
veport could anticipatc much of the criticism and queries currently
being directed at the University, and alsc male the University
straight vYorwardly accountable to the public it purportedly serves.

. These are but two sugpgestions made because tbey scem manageable
and also provide some dircction to our intent to follow up on the de-
liberations that we all sharced in today. We'd like you to be in
touch with us and with ecach other. We see this gathering, not as just
another conference or onc-shot affair, but as a basis for an on-going
exchange where the public and the institutions of learuning it has set
up can fulfill the original mandate to serve all the people.
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